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C�uses �nd effects of �v�l�nches

An �v�l�nche is � sudden downhill movement of snow. It is � signific�nt h�z�rd to people
living in, or visiting, gl�ci�l �re�s. A sl�b �v�l�nche  is the most d�ngerous form of
movement. It c�n be c�used by:
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he�vy snowf�ll

deforest�tion  (for ex�mple bec�use of new ski runs) m�king the slope less st�ble

steep slopes, �s this helps to incre�se the speed of movement

vibr�tions (for ex�mple from �n e�rthqu�ke, noise or off-piste  skiers)

l�yering of snow - for inst�nce where snow is �lre�dy on the mount�in �nd h�s turned into
ice, �nd then fresh snow f�lls on top which c�n e�sily slide down

the wind direction piling snow which c�n overh�ng � mount�in
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